
1401 Pine St,
Kannapolis, NC 28081

October 2022

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Legislation (G.S. §115C-83.15) passed during the 2013 long session of the North Carolina General Assembly provides
parents with an additional measure of school performance in the form of School Performance Grades. Beginning with the
2013–14 school year, the annual North Carolina School Report Cards display a letter grade of A, B, C, D, or F for each
school in the state.

The School Performance Grades are based 80 percent on our school’s achievement score (student proficiency) and 20
percent on students’ academic growth. At Fred L Wilson Elementary School our achievement score for the 2021-2022
school year is based on how well our students performed on End of Grade assessments for Grades 3–8 Mathematics,
Grades 3–8 English Language Arts/Reading, Grades 5 Science, and additional indicators including English Learner
Progress and participation.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that Fred L Wilson Elementary School has been designated as a “low
performing” school and Kannapolis City Schools has been designated as a “low performing” district by the North Carolina
State Board of Education. A district with the “low performing” designation is one in which the majority of the schools in
the district carry the “low performing” designation. The State Board of Education has found that 75% of schools in
Kannapolis City Schools have been identified as having the “low performing” designation.

As defined in G.S. 115C-105.37: “The State Board of Education shall identify low-performing schools on an annual basis.
Low-performing schools are those that earn an overall school performance grade of D or F and a school growth score of
"met expected growth" or "not met expected growth" as defined by G.S. 115C-83.15.”

Fred L Wilson Elementary School received a School Performance Grade of D and a growth designation of Met for the
2021–2022 school year. Although we are committed to improving these scores, it is important to remember that just as no
one single score or grade tells the whole story of a student, neither does it tell you everything about the performance of a
school or the opportunities that our school provides. At Fred L Wilson Elementary School we want our student to be
successful in a global society by possessing an expanded worldview.  We offer students the opportunity to be immersed in a
dual language immersion program and/or a global studies program.   In the Dual Language program, students become
bilingual and bi-literate in the target language of Spanish.  In the global studies program, each grade level is assigned a
region of focus in which they integrate global content into their curriculum. Students are immersed in cultures from around
the globe in order to increase global awareness and to become globally competent citizens.  It is our vision to empower our
community to grow, lead and thrive in a global world.

One of our top priorities for 2022–2023 is to improve the School Performance Grade in each school. There are a number of
key programs we have in place to help improve student performance. These include:

● Bolstering our support for classroom instruction
● Ensuring our assessment system is balanced to inform how and what we teach
● Revisiting core behavior to ensure student success
● Teachers use instructional materials from the Second Step Social Emotional Curriculum to reduce disruptive

behavior.
● All teachers promote positive behavior intervention and support using a school-wide matrix of expectations.  There

is a school wide focus on exhibiting positive behaviors in all areas of the school.
● Through collaborative process, each Fred L Wilson Instrucional team will develop standards-aligned instructional

units for each core subject that span 3-6 weeks of instruction.   Each unit shall include:
o learning objectives
o criteria for mastery indicative of KCS rubrics
o pre- and post- tests



o aligned and differentiated learning activities
o easily accessible materials

● Educating students for a global perspective as this learning enhances the ability to understand our own place in the
community and world in order to make more effective judgments. It includes the study of nations, cultures, and
civilizations. Students develop a sense of responsibility as global citizens, caring about issues that affect
humankind, being open to new ideas and other perspectives, reflecting on processes, skills and knowledge.

As a district with the “low performing” designation, we are required to develop an improvement plan that specifically
addresses how the district will improve both the school performance grade and school growth score of each school in the
unit, and how the superintendent and other central office administrators will work with each school and monitor schools’
progress with the “low-performing” designation.   The preliminary plan was presented to our local school board at their last
meeting, October 10, 2022, where the plan was presented for review and feedback.  The final plan for improvement will be
available on our local district website at www.kcs.k12.nc.us following board approval during the November 7, 2022 board
meeting.

We hope you will closely follow your student’s academic progress and work with his or her teacher(s) to help ensure they
stay on track academically. Working together as a team, we can improve not only how well our students are performing
individually, but how our schools are performing as a whole. There is nothing more important to administrators and
teachers at Fred L Wilson Elementary School than ensuring students are ready for the next step in their academic
careers. We look forward to working with you to make sure your student is on track for success.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding our School Performance Grade and how we plan to improve the schools
within our district, please don’t hesitate to contact Dr. Lenore Thompson, the Principal at Fred L Wilson Elementary
School at 704-932-8656 or l.thompson@kcs.k12.nc.us.

Sincerely,

Kevin Garay, Superintendent
Kannapolis City Schools

http://www.kcs.k12.nc.us

